
By Eileen Sullivan
and Matt Apuzzo
Associated Press Writers

WASHINGTON —
Osama bin Laden’s personal
files revealed a brazen idea to
hijack oil
tankers and
blow them
up at sea
last sum-
mer, creat-
ing explo-
sions he
hoped
would rattle
the world’s
economy and send oil prices
skyrocketing, the U.S. said
Friday.

The newly disclosed plot
showed that while bin Laden
was always scheming for the
next big strike that would kill
thousands of Americans, he
also believed a relatively sim-
pler attack on the oil industry
could create a worldwide

panic that would hurt West-
erners every time they gassed
up their cars.

U.S. officials said the
tanker idea, included in docu-
ments found in the compound
where bin Laden was killed
nearly three weeks ago, was
little more than an al-Qaida

fantasy. But the FBI and
Department of Homeland
Security issued a confidential
warning to police and the
energy industry Friday. The
alert, obtained by The Associ-
ated Press, said that al-Qaida
had sought information on the
size and construction of oil

tankers, had decided that
spring and summer provided
the best weather to approach
the ships, had determined that
blowing them up would be
easiest from the inside and
believed an explosion would
create an “extreme economic
crisis.”

By Erica Werner
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — Indicat-
ing no progress toward peace,
Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu sat alongside
President Barack Obama on
Friday and declared that Israel
would not withdraw to 1967
borders to help make way for
an adjacent Palestinian state.
Obama had called on Israel to
be willing to do just that a day
earlier.

The Israeli leader said he
would make some conces-
sions but Israel would not go
back to the lines from decades
earlier because they would be
“indefensible.”

For his part, Obama said
that there were differences of
formulations and language but
that such disputes are going to

happen “between friends.” 
The president never men-

tioned the 1967 borders as the
two men talked with
reporters. The leaders spoke

after a lengthy meeting in the
Oval Office, amid tense
times. 

Obama said in his speech
on Thursday that the United

States supports creation of a
Palestinian state based on the
border lines that existed
before the 1967 Six Day War
in which Israel forces occu-
pied east Jerusalem, the West
Bank and Gaza — along
with mutually agreed-to land
swaps that could accommo-
date existing Israeli settle-
ments. The comment on
1967 borders drew angry
criticism in Israel, and
Netanyahu made clear after
meeting with Obama that the
idea was unacceptable.

“We cannot go back to
those indefensible lines,” said
Netanyahu. The prime minis-
ter made no mention of
Obama’s stipulation that there
would be land swaps — an
omission that seemed to pre-
sent Obama’s proposal as
more onerous. 
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for choir and chamber orchestra.
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2012 MARIETTA CITY SCHOOL

GENERAL FUND BUDGET

Fiscal Year 2012

REVENUES Proposed Budget

Local Taxes $41,050,400 

State Revenue $28,716,972 

State Grants $215,000 

Other Local Revenue $1,128,000 

Operating Reserves $16,391,368 

Total $87,501,740 

EXPENDITURES

Instructional Program $50,087,367 

Student Support $3,350,089 

Improvement of Instructional Services $1,491,452 

Educational Media Services $1,313,313 

General Administration $1,171,826 

School Administration $5,074,138 

Business Services $594,702 

Operation and Maintenance of Plant $6,616,475 

Student Transportation $3,482,393 

Central Support Services $643,343 

Outgoing Transfers $711,741 

Operating Reserves $12,964,901 

Total $87,501,740 

Citizens desiring to make comments concerning the

fiscal year 2012 budget shall appear before the June

21, 2011 board meeting at 6:30 p.m. at the Board of

Education located at 250 Howard Street, Marietta,

Georgia for the expression of such comments.

NATIONBRIEFS

From wire reports

WASHINGTON — A
U.S. human rights envoy will
visit North Korea next week
to assess the need for food
aid, the State Department
announced Friday, four
months after the communist
regime asked for help.

Humanitarian organizations
that have already surveyed
conditions in the impoverished
country say supplies are
urgently needed. But the Unit-
ed States, like other interna-
tional donors, distrusts the

secretive North Korean gov-
ernment, which has pursued
illicit nuclear weapons and
missile programs despite its
chronic food shortages.

Washington also runs the
risk of alienating its staunch
ally South Korea if it gives aid. 

U.S. special envoy for North
Korean human rights issues,
Robert King, will arrive Tues-
day for a five-day visit, accom-
panied by a food assessment
team, including a U.S. Agency
for International Development
official, State Department
spokesman Mark Toner said.

N. Korea expects envoy
on mission for food aid

ALEXANDRIA, Va. —
A federal judge Friday
tossed out parts of a lawsuit
filed by two former employ-
ees against the security com-
pany once known as Black-
water but is allowing key
claims to proceed to trial.

The rulings from U.S.
District Judge T.S. Ellis III
mean that, absent a last-
minute settlement, a jury
trial will likely commence

June 7 on claims that Black-
water submitted fraudulent
bills to the State Department
on its $1 billion contract for
security work in Iraq and
Afghanistan.

Former employees Brad
and Melan Davis filed the
lawsuit under a whistleblow-
er law that allows them to
collect a share of any money
that the government lost to
fraud.

Judge tosses out parts of Blackwater suit

MONTGOMERY, Ala. —
Freedom Riders who were
attacked in Montgomery on
May 20, 1961, returned 50
years later to be hailed as
heroes and have a museum
dedicated at the old bus station
where they were confronted by
an angry white mob.

U.S. Rep. John Lewis (D-
Georgia) said he teared up Fri-
day when he walked through
the old Greyhound station
where he was beaten.

“It says something about the
distance we’ve come and the
progress we’ve made in this
state and nation,” Lewis said.

That change was evident
in Alabama Gov. John Pat-
terson. In 1961, he called the
Freedom Riders fools and
agitators when they set out to
integrate Southern bus sta-
tions. But the 89-year-old
governor welcomed them Fri-
day and praised them for
bringing needed changes.

Freedom Riders get museum dedication

HOUSTON — NASA has
decided to take a closer look
at a damaged thermal tile on
the space shuttle’s underbelly.

The shuttle crew will use a
laser-tipped boom early Sat-
urday morning to inspect the
gouge — which is about the
size of a deck of cards.

A NASA official said Fri-
day that he’s not overly con-
cerned. Similar damage to the
same shuttle in 2007 did not

cause problems.
The damage was spotted in

photos snapped by the space
station crew just before
Endeavour docked Wednesday.
NASA wants to make certain
the shuttle is safe to come home
at the end of its mission to the
International Space Station.

Damage on tile was
blamed for the disintegration
of space shuttle Columbia in
2003.

NASA takes closer look at damaged tile

By Jennifer Peltz 
and Colleen Long
Associated Press Writers

NEW YORK — Former
IMF chief Dominique
Strauss-Kahn was released
from jail Friday and will be
held under house arrest near
ground zero after the luxury
apartment where he had
arranged to stay fell through
because the neighbors objected
to the media frenzy.

Prosecutors said he will be
temporarily housed in a build-
ing on a small street in lower
Manhattan within the Police
Department’s “Ring of Steel”
— a network of private and
police cameras near where the
World Trade Center stood. 

While he is there, his family
and lawyers will look for a
more permanent place for him
to await trial on charges he tried
to rape a hotel maid.

The plan was for Strauss-
Kahn to move into a luxury res-
idential hotel under armed
guard on Manhattan’s well-to-
do Upper East Side. Even
though the address was never
officially released, police and
reporters soon converged on the
building, the Bristol Plaza.

IMF chief
under house 
arrest in NY

Al-Qaida eyed oil tankers as bombing targets

Osama 
bin Laden

Israeli PM: Can’t go back to ’67

Deadline for peace deal is unmeetable
By Matthew Lee
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — Pres-
ident Barack Obama is trying
to shock the moribund
Israeli-Palestinian peace
process to life, but there is
little chance the patient can
be resuscitated anytime soon.

The two sides are more
dug in, further apart and less
trustful of each other than at
any point since Obama
brought Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu and
Palestinian President Mah-
moud Abbas together at the
White House last September
with the goal of reaching a
framework deal within a
year.

That deadline is now
unmeetable. The architect of
the diplomacy that was to
make it happen, former Sen.
George Mitchell, resigned

last week. And Obama has
now angered and alienated
Israel by endorsing a key
Palestinian demand, while at
the same time deriding Pales-
tinian attempts to win U.N.
recognition for an indepen-
dent state before a negotiated
settlement.

In addition, in his speech
Thursday and his comments
alongside Netanyahu on Fri-
day, Obama offered no spe-
cific ideas on how to re-
launch the stalled peace
talks, and he ignored many
of the most divisive issues
separating the two sides.
Those include the status of
Jerusalem that both claim as
a capital and the fate of
Palestinian refugees. He also
offered no prescription for
dealing with a power-sharing

agreement between Abbas
and the militant group
Hamas. Israel has said it will
not negotiate with a Palestin-
ian government that includes
Hamas.

Obama and Netanyahu

kept it positive in public
remarks after their Friday
meeting, repeating that the
U.S.-Israeli alliance is
unbreakable and that Ameri-
ca remains steadfast in sup-
port of Israel’s defense.

The Associated Press

President Barack Obama meets with Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu in the Oval Office at the White
House in Washington on Friday.

� AP analysis

The Associated Press

sraeli soldiers fire tear gas at Palestinian protesters, not
seen, during clashes at the Qalandiya checkpoint between
Ramallah and Jerusalem, on Friday. President Barack
Obama on Thursday finally uttered the words the Pales-
tinians had been waiting to hear for two years: that the
basis for border talks with Israel is the pre-1967 war line


